al 


indication. of the Charaſter of > Proteſtant 
lern Diſtinctions. gs 
the Roe Rull Pro a>. 3 
1 on Sir K. Ms, Pamphlet, "Down with the 
-Mug-Houſes... 72 2 
M. f Canvaſſing wt Places, ſpecially by Church- 
men. 
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2 HIS Miſcellany comes Abroad into 

park World with all * 

ledgments to my Correſpondents, 

for the early Affiſtance ſo many of 3 

them have been pleaſed to give to- 1 
a 


| » wards carrying on this Second Vo- 
lume. As that Paper in the former, which was 
wholly taken up in ſuch Letters, met with particu- 
lar Acceptance; I cannot doubt but this will be at 
leaſt an equal Entertainment, being upon ſeveral 
Subjekts of Conſequence or of agreeable Amuſement. 
1 lay them together, as they come in my Way, with- 
out being ſollicitous about their Order, any further, 
than to Number them according to the Account of 
their Subjects given in the general Title. 
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I. To the Author of the OccAsIoNAL Pape. 
Mg 


© * 
2411 
ad wi ticulr Plea I 


4 Proteſtant, ſoon after your ſetting out. 
you have drawn H Him, Proteſtant is the SS 7 
ſhould chuſe to bs catPd by above all others, except 
that which the Diſciples firſt receiv'd at Antioch. I 
could not like to ; P! Denomination from any 
_ rh, M 7 Rell gion e i, to cal 
Matter, or Rabbi — e ri it 
een by Way of 1 Men b, to be cal fa ifier 
Them inſtead of Chriſt. What if 1 ſhould under- 
ſtayd the Scripture the, ſame Way as it was under- 
Rood before ine by ſome great Man, (Jaither, or Ca- 
B, er Arminius, ſupple) ? 1 do nc g0 into that 
Senſe beczuſe it was afty of theirs, but becauſe 1ap- 
pretend it to be the Miad of ChriRt + might with 
Equal Reaſon be made to bear the Names of allchofe, 
who'in'the ſeveral Ages of the Church have been of 
the ſume Mind with me, and underſtood the Sorip- 
tures 4s Ido; as be calfd by the Modern Appellati- 
ons of a Lutheran, a Calvinift, or an Arminian, For 
tho” I ſhall thank any Man for his Help towards un- 
derſtanding the Bible, 1 defy his Authority forthe 
Reaſon of my Aſſent. I believe in Chrift, and not in 
Luther, or Calvin, or any Body elſe. Since therefore it 
is Chriſt's Authority alone upon which I aſſent, and 
he is the only Maſter I will follow in. Religion; dy 
conſequence | am a Chriſtian; and neither to be call'da 
Lutheran, nor a Calviniſt, nor an Arminian, which 
foever of thoſe great Men I may moſt agree with in 
my Sentiments, | 
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ene 
al. vb Letters to the Author. 1 
- Af che Name of Prateftent did not include in ic 
Ohriſtianity ; or if it imply d a ſervile Submiſſion to 
1 Man, or any Number of Me 
what ſoever,; 1 ſhould diſlike it as much as any 
the reſt. But I learn from you, that it means no 
more than a Primitive Chriſſi an; with this explicit 
Addition to: bsCharatier, in Honour of Chrit and 


His Revelation, (occaſion d by the Iniquity of later 
Times,) that it contains 2 Proteſt againſt all Impoſi- 


tions in Religion, either with reference to Faith or 
Practice, beyond the Diſcoveries made in the Scrip- 
tures. That the Name is large enough to compre- 
hend all that embrace Chriſtianity, and yet ſufficiently 
limited to admit none . | 
But after all, Sir, have not you put an Arbitrary 
denſe upon the Word? May not others with equal 
Reaſon inc lude under this, . All 71 Four a- 
gree in an Oppaſit ion to Rowe, tho they deny the very 
Canon FS A Pamphlet publiſh'd Yeſterday 
tells us, that All Men are Proteſtants in the No- 
tion of his Antagoniſt; (and that he is not fingular 


in it,) who are agreed in their Oppoſition to the 


Tyramny, Idolatry, and 9 the Church 
of Nome, and that this brings in all that deny 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, che Canon of the 
Holy Seriptures, and the Immortality of the 
© Sdul.*. And a Writer of a higher Size than that 
trifling Remarker , | has: labour'd to prove, that it 
muſt either be taken in ſuch a Latitude, as to be 
like Nebuchadnezzar'sigreat Tree, under which Birds 
of almoſt all Feathers may neſtle; or: elſe, that All 
beſide the : Lutherans themſelves, the Original Pro- 
can wear the Name but as a borrow'd Fea- 
ther. I'll tranſcribe the Paſſage, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
you had not ſeen it when you wrote your Character, 
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' #*: Remarks en the State-Anatomy of Great Britain, p. * 
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tho” it had been publiſh'd many Months before. 
+ © You ſhould be particularly careful (ſays the Doftor 
© to his Friend) of being impoſed upon by the Words 
e Proteſtant R gligion : An Expreſſion which has of 
e late been very frequent in the Mouths of a certain 
Party. For if we confine that Name to any one 
« Seft, as the Word Religion in the ſingular Number 
© ſeems to do; then, in its proper genuine Senſe, it 
e ſignifies the Lutheran Religion, becauſe the Luthe- 
= ram were the firſt who publickly, in a particular 
© ſolemn manner, entred their Proteſt againſt the 
© Corruptions of the Church of Rome, —— by which 
they obtain'd the Name of Proteſtants, being ſo 
called from that particular ſolemn” Proteſtation, 
made before all the Eſtates of the Empire, in ſuch 
a Manner as was never done by any other Church or 
Sect. But if we take the Word Proteſtant in another 
Senſe, and as it is commonly underſtood, to denote 
any Church, Se& or Perſon, who openly proteſts 
againft the e of the Church of Rome, 
then we cannot ſay the Proteſtant Religion in the ſin- 
gular Number, but muft ſay Proteſtant Religions in 
the plural Number. For in this Senſe the Word 
Proteſtant is only Negative, and does not denote of 
what Religion the Church, Sect or Party fo calld 
© are, but only what they are not, ' viz.' they are not 
© Papiſts, And in this Senſe not only the Lutherans 
© and the Calvinifts, but the Anabaptiſts, Quakers, 
© Muogletonians, Socinians, Deifts, nay, and Atheiſts, 
© all may, and do come under the Denomination of 
Prot eftants, as well as the Church of England. So 
_ © that to ſay the Proteſt ant Religion, in this Senſe, is 

© nothing but Cant and Jargon, without any diſtinct 
and proper Meaning. And to ſay the Pre eſt ant 
© Religion in a reftrain'd Senſe, to denote any one 
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+ Brett's Review of the Lutheran Principles, 2d Edit. P39, 


. Chriſtianity, as /profeſs' 


Letters to the Ib... 7 


| ö Sell of rid who may be calbd by that Name 
r 


© in 2 ſupereminent Mawes, as the firſt and moſt 


7 ſolemn Proteſters againſt - Popery, to whom the 


« Name was given. upon account of that particular 
* Proteſtation, ſignifies no other than the Lutheran 


. © Kebigion. 


Don't -you ſee, Sir, bow the Dofor has wreſted 


5 your beloved Name out of your Hands? Either ex- 
cluding every Body but the Lutherans from a Right 


to it, even the Church of England it ſelf, unleſs you 
will allow of different Ręligions under the common 
Appellation of Proteſtant ; or elſe making it a Cant - 
Term, which does not neceſſarily ſuppoſe any thing 
of Religion. Vou may be a Deiſt, or an Atheiſt, you 
are told; be of the moſt different Religions, or in- 
deedof none at all, and yet be a Proteſtant. 

If this be ſo, thought 17 what an Infatuation * 


the beſt Men of. our Church been under for above 


150 Years, to contend ſo earneſtly for the Proteſtant 


Nelig ion, when we have nothing to do with the Name, 


upon any other Terms, than ge having a Religion 
uliarly our own fſocalld, or elſe excluding Re- 
linion out of the Notion of it? How unhappy were 
our Chillingworths, our Stilling fleets, and other zealous 
Advocates for the Proteſtant R eligion, to write long 
and learned Treatiſes to prove the Proteſtant Religion 
4 w I to Salvation, and to give Rational Accounts 
it! Were they only doing an Act of Charity to 
end the oor hut ? Or did they mean to ſet up 
the Church of England as a Church by it ſelf? Or did 
they intend no —5 to Religion all the while? 

Miftaken Men! They thought they were defendi 

d by the Chur 
2 in common with others, while they de- 
the Proteſtant Religion : But they wanted * 

new Light to ſet — right. | 

Our . Legiſlature aig run into the ſame Error : ; 
They have ſettled the Crown, in a regular Courſe, 


5 


8 Letters to the eAuthor. 


upon the preſent inuſtrious Houſe which wears it 
being Proteſtihes.. They certainly thouglit 'This 43 
be a Security to our Region, as en ag our Liber- 
ties; ard yet never intended to oblige the Porſon 
who fills the Throne, to be 4 Lutheran ; any more 
than to exclude him on that Accounts! I will not 
ay, * pg won the very para" =_ - ou 
ragraph, to diſtinguiſh; e ng 
Name of 4 of Reputation; 
Acts of Settlement might have the leſs Force: on the 
Minds of our People: Or; that he would make the 
Proteſtant and the Chureh- Man oppoſite Characters, 
teſt King George ſhould have an Advantage over the 
Pretender in the Affections of the Church of E 
land, from his being known to be''a/Zealoug'Prote- 
Kant. But the Timing of his Remarks upon His 
Majeſty's Aceeſſion, and the whole Air of the Book 
look that way. - of ; 2 4 7 

The Truth is, Sir, the Doctor, with all 15. Cel: 
tical Nicety, does the very Thing which he warns 
his Friend Aga inſt; he plays upon the Word, -with- 
out conſidering the Cireuttifiances of the Story which 


; gave: Riſe to it. 711 
The Name, indeed. bnd never legs heard of, 
but for that Accident * Proteſting againſt the 'Cor- 


rupt ions and Tyranny of Rome; 'at . Diet of Spires : 
But when once it was heard of, it was ſo well lid, 
that it became {as you tell us from Thuanus) the ge- 
nere! Name of all Others; who profeſſed a Deſire of 
„ reforming the Corruptions broke into Religion, 
and on that Account ſeparated from the Chureli 
©'of Rome, ' Whence' was this general Concurrence 
in coming under that Deriomination ? Tir pling it 
on 2 Religious 'Actount, for reforming the 
tions brou oft imo Religion © Therefore tik a vile 

Sun ander to eohpretiend* Arheifts and Deifts under 
the Character. Aye! but done they ſhelter them- 
ſetres under the Name? 9 5 ſ barre ge 

1610 18 2 9 4 Aan 


Letters to the «Author. 5 


der the Name of the Church of England; as moſt 
of thoſe do alſo who make their Exit for their 
_ Crimes at burn: But they are no more genuine 
Proteſtants in the one Caſe, than Sons of the Church 
Nor do they all pretend to claim this Name as 
coming into the particular Sentiments of thoſe who 
made the Proteſtation. | D 
Ichank you for helping me to a Way of Thinking 
ſo much better upon this Head. In your Character of 
a Proteſtant, I ſee a general Agreement a ſuch, 
moſt happily accounted for, and yet Allowance made 
for very great Varieties: For you tell us it. conſiſts 
in 4 Relief of the Principles, upon which the ſeveral Rę- 
formed Churches r themſelves? What thoſe were, 
you have taken the ſureſt way to diſcover, from the 
Principles expreſs'd in the Proteſt it ſelf, the Practice 
ol the Proteſters, and the concurrent Declarationsand 
Practice of the Body of Proteſtants, Here then we are | 
9p firm Ground again, and muſt make your Chain | 
of Principles the great Characteriſtics of a Prote- 
ſtant : The Sufficiency of Scripture, as the Rule of 
Religion, the Duty of examining all Doctrines and 
Practices in Religion by this Rule; the Right 'of e- 
very Man to judge for himſelf; an Obligation to pro- 
feſs and practiſe agreeably to his Judgment, and al- 
ours others the ſame Liberty which we take our 
M ER PER. 
And now, Sir, upon a Review of your Eſſay, I am, 
| as much as you, in Love with the old Name of Pre- 
| .teſtant, which our Fathers glory'd in, as ſignifying 
| a Proteftation for Chriſtianity, as it was in the Be- 
aan. This. Chriftianity, tho' it ſhould be reco- 
| ver d but yeſterday, has its own genuine Antiquity ; 
; in Compariſon of which, Corruptions, how ancient 
ſdever, are but the old Shoes, and mouldy Bread of 
) 
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Deceivers and Impoſtors : As Calvin in his admira- 
ble” Dedication of his Inſtitutions to Francis I. of 
3 5 B . France, 


10 Letters to the Author. 
France, expreſſes himſelf : Quod diu incognita, ſepul- 
taque lat uit, humane impietatis crimen 4 nunc cum 
Dei benignitate nobis redditur, ſaltem poſtliminis jure 
ſuam Antiquit atem recipere debeba e. 
And if you have drawn a Proteſtant right, I ſhall 
not fear but theſe Corollaries will hold from the Ac- 
count you give of him. WN 
_ . That different Sentiments, about ſome Paſſages, in 
that only: Rule which the Proteſtant owns, make 
not a Plurality of Religions, as the Doctor contends. 
' The Eſſence of the Proteſtant Religion lies in recei- 
ving the Bible as the only Rule; and it has its Deno- 
mination from proteſting againſt the Impoſition of a- 
nother Man's Senſe of this Rule. All that agree in 
this, are truly of one and the ſame Religion. £ 
That they who don't receive the Bible at all for 
their Rule, want the Fundamental of a Proteſtant, 
and can only wear the Name in a very abuſive Senſe 

of the Word. And yet, 1 | * 

That when any ſuch join in proteſting againſt the 

| Romiſh Corruption and Tyranny, they are in Truth 

as good Proteſtants as thoſe, who, while they ſay the 

| Bible is the only Rule, yet impoſe, other Standards 

| and Rules, or their own Senſe. of that Bible ; and 

ſo in Fact deſtroy, or deny that which they aſſert in 
Words, | 4% . 

That for all People or Churches, who go under 
this general Name, they are, in truth, to be efteem'd 
more or leſs Proteſtant, according as the Principles 
or Practices they avow in Religion, are more or leſs | 
ſtrictly conform'd to the common Rule; and as the 
Liberty and Charity they allow to others, are more 
or leſs extenſive. And whatever any Church has 
peculiar to her ſelf, or not common to all Chriſtians, 

f can by no means give it a greater Right than her 
| _ Neighbours, to the Character of a Proteſtant. . 
. I am, with all Reſpect, &c. 
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Letters to the Author, un 
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II. Tothe Author of the O fra NAL Parkk. 
8 IR, A. | * Feb. PR 1755, 


1 Congratulate you upon K ing Geerge's happy Ar- 
rival, a ſecond. Time, in theſe his Dominions; 
and upon the joyful Reception he met with from all. 
Sorts of People. This Salutation, I am perſwaded, 
will be highly agreeable to you; ſince my Acquain-, 
tance with you enables me to ſay, That there is not 
a Man in England whoſe Pleaſure could riſe higher, 


upon ſuch an Occaſion than yours muſt do, *Tis 
only by ſuch a Prince, that Sentiments large and 
, generous as yours, can be ſupported : And, methinks, 


, I ſee you in Tranſports gazing upon the Man who 
is form'd and rais'd by Heaven, to promote that 
Civil and Chriſtian Liberty, for which you are fo 
warm and continual an Advocate. Whilſt the two 
other Parts of the Legiſlature (the Lords and Com- 
mons in Parliament) were waiting for His Majeſty 
(their Head) to direct, animate and confirm their 
Proceedings; I cannot but fancy that I ſee your 
Heart beating for Joy, to look upon the King as he 
paſſes by, with the Thoughts of what may in alittle 
Time be effected by his Wiſdom and Conduct in thę 
enſuing Parliament. Methinks I hear you tell thoſe 
that ſtand by you (with Eyes fix'd upon the King's 
Coach) There goes the Man, who, after Envy's 

Snakes have hiſs'd their loudeſt, muſt be acknow- 
* ledged the greateſt, and beſt crown'd Head in the 
© World, There goes the Man, who, in our pre- 
© ſent Circumſtances, is the only fit Perſon to make 
© theſe Nations eaſie, united, and happy. _ 

Thus far, I am perſwaded, I have not varied from 
your own Way of thinking; but I know not what 
i B 2 you 
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12 Leiters to the Author. 
u will ſay of my next Congratulation, and that is 


think it a Subject too low for your. Paper, I ſhould 
be glad to ſee your Thoughts on ſuch Pieces of Fa- 


geantry : In the mean time I ſhall take the Liberty 
tocommunicate mine, Some Wiſe Men in the C1 
have thought that the very Pageants of the Rebel- 
Generals might occaſion a freſh Sedition. - And, in- 


he e? Really, Sir, they are far from being be- 
olden to the wiſe Spee 

ſach a Repreſentation of them; or elſe, from their 
great Stilneſs and Silence, *tis plain, neither their 
Numbers, nor their Courage is ſo great as thoſe 
Speech-makers would have us to think. We have 


now the Satisfaction to find, that a Body of the 


Loyal Mob eould go from one End of the City 
to another, without any Oppoſition or Diſturbance, 
when a little while ago they, were forced to fight 
their Way, with King George's Name in their Mouths; 


and yet they never carried ſo many, and ſuch great 


Provocations to the Tories, as in this Proceſſion. 


We have alſo the Pleaſure of obſerving the Dif. 


ference between a Whig and a Tory- Mob : The Tories 


are infamous for the vileſt Abuſes offer'd to Perſons 
in the Streets, battering of Windows, plundering of 
Houſes, and committing a thouſand Outriges :+* The 


Whig-Mob, tho' much more numerous, and now 
fluſh'd with the Safety and Succeſs of the King in 


all his Undertakings, yet were not chargeable with 


any thing miſchievous, or injurious to any one Per- 
ſon; no, not even to thoſe who had forrgerly moſt 
provok'd them. er 
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By 


deed, they are every whit as proper to be ſet up for 
the Head of a Party, as the Men they repreſent. 
But are the ill. affected Mob ſo mad as that comes 
to, that a piece of Paſt-board, or a Broom-ſtick 
would be ſufficient to animate them againſt King 


makers that have given 
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Letter). to the Author." 


By. this Conduct their Numbers were continua 
increaſing; and even thoſe that did not joyn 
them, yet went their way under ftrange — ) 
cal Impreffions, that they could not help thinking 
and talking of what they had ſeen, till they ſhow'd,' 
that —_- Fancies and their Humours were plainly 
caprtiva | 

— this 1 dort ks to * che Facobites," 
and thoſe that are Popiſhly affected, inveighing againſt 
ſuch Proceſſions; ſince by theſe they ſee themſelves” 
md their Attempt s expoſed to the greateſt Storn 


35 


before the Mob: 1 ſay the Mob, whom they have 
made it their chief Attempt to gain over to their 
Party. But to find any that are hearty againſt Po- 


pery, or Friends to them preſent Government, uneafie 
at theſe Shows, is a little to be wonder d at. 

Totreat the Pope; and the ſeveral Orders of Popiſp 
Prieſts, in fuch a manner, muſt be — add: 
highly proper, when we confider how much their 
Religion is made up of Pageantry and Show: And 
how meer a Banter upon Mankind, and upon all that 
is Sacred, the Fopperies of the Romaniſts really are. 
Had they not ſhown themſelves too much in earneſt 
by ſhedding Rivers of innocent Blood to ſupport 
their Follies: and by theſe, their Grandeur ; one 
would never have gone about to confute Popery any 
other Way than by expoſing it to Jeſt and Nor. | 
But wth 7 one conſiders how — beak Maffactees, Burn- 
ings, Breakings upon the Wheel,&c. the Pope and his 
Priefts are chargeable with, it is but a very juſt Re- 


preſentation of their Deſerts to caft their Effigies in- 


to the Flames. 1 
Ay, but this may provoke them to attempt ſome 
further arid greater "Miſchief. What then? Are we 
to ſhow a Fear of them? No, let em do all the Miſ- 

chief they can or dare, Thanks be to God, we ſee 
how little Succeſs they are like to have in it. 'Tis 
Fertain, the Papiſts are now upon their laſt Legs in 
England; 


_ — —— ___ - - 2 -- - < 
v9 — 
" bw, n 1 LY Cv - = 1 
33 . 
„ a - * = - 
— — L "2 4 8 - hs » 


— —_ w 


—_ — 3 —— —— — 


—  —  — ů * — , ⏑ ⏑— — 
E 4 bo 222 — — 2 * 2 


8 of 4 * — x — PI G — eſe m 


—_ 
; — + . = * h 
1 SI PERCY — . N 

- 


—— 


1 
1 
it 
4 
'L 
\n 
1 
| 
1 


, 


14 Letter to the Author.” 
land; and therefore, no doubt, will do all the 
Miſchief t 


expoſe them, or not: But for my on Part I am ſa- 
tisfied they loſe much of their Spirit, and many of 
their Adherents, by ſuch Proceedings. 
Again *tis objected, that whatever may be ſaid for 
the Popiſh Figures, yet to carry the Figures of Mar 
and Foſter in fach a Manner, is to inſult Men in Mi- 


ſery; which is neither ſuitable to the generous Tem- 


per of the Engliſh, nor the Spirit of Chriſtianity. 
The main Force of this Plea-lyes in the Word a#ſult, 
which like many others lately perverted by the To- 
ries, is uſed quite wrong. Here is nothing like ad- 
ding of Affliction to Men that are ſuffering the juſt 
Puniſhment. of their Crimes; but an expoſing. of 
Thoſe who are fled from Juſtice ; and that at a Time 
when their Crimes are ſtill juſtify*d, or excus'd, by 
many that were to be Spectators of their Effigies. 
And never was a more juſt Triumph over the Ene- 
mies of Out King and Country, than at a Seaſon 
when the King was receiv'd in Safety and Honour 
from Abroad, and the Nation ſettled. in ſo much 
Peace and Tranquility at Home. Ferre ets 
However, will ſome ſay, after all, theſe Mobs occa- 
ſion a great deal of Diſorder; and no Body can pre- 
tend to ſay what a Mob will come to. Why, really 
thoſe that find any Diſorder in themſelves may keep 
away from them, and fit at Eaſe in their Houſes. 
There is no Danger of their being ſtoned thro? their 
Windows, or having their Doors broke open by a 
Whig Mob, as by the Tory ones. And thoſe that 
pretend to be concern'd for the Diſorders among the 
Mob themſelves, it may be proper to let them know, 
that there is a particular Regimen and Care to pre- 


vent it. Ay ! but who can truſt to that? who can 


tell where Mobs will ſtop? I can tell: The Fate of 
Salisbury Court, will at any Time ſtop them. And if 
eyer the Whig Mob riſe to the ſame enormen 4 — 
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hey can, whether there be Proceſſions to 
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kedneſs that the Tories have done, 1 hope they wil 


meet with the ſame Fate, and become as rp as the 


Jacobites now are, Till then 1 ſhould be ſorry to ſee 
any Steps taken for the Suppreſſing of thoſe Houſes, 
at which ſome Tory Scriblers are now enraged. 

Upon this Subject Sir H. M. pretends to write to a 
Parliament as if he was writing 8 a Mob: All a 
his filly Pamphlet addreffing to the Humours, 
Prejudices 7 Paſſions of a Mob, rather than to Men 
of Senſe and judgment: And, to do him Juſtice, he 
maintains exactly the ſame Spirit i in the whole, that 
appears in the Tile, Down with the Mug. His foo- 
liſh Addreſs to the Clergy i in general, without ma- 
king any Diſtinction, at a Time when ſome have de- 
ſervd o well, and others ſo ill at Our Hands; and 
the manner of his declaring, in the begmning of his 
Paper, that the Motto of that Great Man who fix d the 
Broad Seal on the late glorious Peace Le bon Tems Vien- 
dra] is ſtill his Comib rt; will, AL perſwaded, ren. 
der his Performance contemptible to all Men of Senſe. 
And as to any Effects it may have upon the Jacobite 
Mob, I hope they will ſtill find a Party too hard for 
em, even at their own Weapons, in all their future 
Attempts. 

If you have not Leiſure, or Inclination to oblige 
the World with any Thing of your own on this Sub. 
ject, you will, by publiſhing this, oblige, 


SI R, 
| Your thoroughly engag ed Friend 
and Servant, 
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III. To the Author of the OCcas10NAL PAPER, 


HE Deſign upon which you are ſet out into 
che World is Generous —— Noble; every ane 
that wiſhes, well to his Country, or Mankind; to 
Truth, or Religion, muſt, I think, heartily ap- 
prove it. bs 1 

But what can be hop'd in ſo corrupt a State of 
Things as ours? Would you inſpire Britons with a 


Senſe of Liberty, when they are funk into ſo brutiſh 
a Stupidity, have loſt all Taſte of virtuous Freedom, 
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and bear Rule over us? e wretchedly are we 

ors in the Uſe of this 
Freedom? True Worth recommended Men to the 
Choice of their Fellow Citizens in Times paſt now 
Noiſe and Clamour, and Party-Fury run down Men 
of the moſt ſhining Character, and recommend Men 
of ſmall Fortunes, and leſs Senſe and Virtue, to the 
higheſt Offices. And where Reaſon and Perſwaſion 
can't procure a Vote, a Sum of Money, an unmanly 
Debauch, or an Act of Power ſhall ſecure one. And 
Nen of Virtye and Senſe muſt ſee their Country ſink 
in this general Corruption, or give in to the common 
Practice, and go through the Drudgery of recom- 
mending themſelves to an Office, by courting the 
vileſt of the People, with ſhameful Compliances, into 
their Intereſt : Which, in effect, is giving up our Liber- 
| ties 
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berties to ſecure them: At leaſt *tis humouring Slaves, 
(for they are Slaves in the ſtricteſt Senſe, who are of 
a ſervile Temper) to prevent our being made ſuch; 
Theſe are Practices ſo mean, and indeed flagitious, 
and argue ſuch an abandon'd Temper of Mind, as 
deſerves the Correction of the ſharpeſt Satyr. Launch 
out a little, Sir, into this Field; try to awaken a 
Senſe of Shame in your Country-men, who are almoſt 
paſt Senſe and Shame too; grown too Stupid to be 
inſtructed, and too Impudent to blyſh for the moſt 
ſottiſh Ignorance, and moſt fordid Vices. Or if the 
Age be too far gone in this Diſtemper for Reaſon or 
Railery to work a Cure, recommend it to thoſe in 
Power to take the Matter into ſerious Conſideration, 
and ſee whether the Wiſdom of the Narion can't find 
out ſome effectual Method to prevent the Growth of 
this deteſtable Humour, which is preparing us apace 
for Slavery, even in ſpite of Providence, that has hi- 
therto preſerv'd our valuable Liberties to us, when 
we were ready to a them for a Dungeon and 
Shackles. 3 | | 

But indeed the Corruption of this Kind hath not 
confin'd it ſelf to our Civil Concerns, it hath made 
an Inroad upon Things Sacred. And the baſe Me- 
thods us'd to procure Poſts of Profit and Honour in 
the State, have been copy'd after for gaining Prefer- 
ment in the Church. The Men who pretend to be 
ſanctiſied by Office, and ſeparated from the World, 
ſhall cringe to Men in Power, and fawn upon Patrons, 
and in nauſeous Panegyric, and ſervile Flattery, en- 
deavour to infinuate themſelves into their good Gra- 
ces; or by a good Bribe buy the Conſent of a greedy 
Steward, or a covetous Guardian, where rich Benefi- 
ces are in the diſpoſal of ſingle Perſons. If they are 
to be obtain'd by popular Election, they can ſet all 
the common Engines on work, Court and Treat, 
Bribe and Threaten ; uſing all poſſible Arts to carry 
their End, and proſtituting the Honour of their Office 


** 
* 


or do Violence to himſelf by ſtooping to thoſe Pratti- 
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to procure a fat Benefice, or it may be to make an ins 
conſiderable Addition to an overgrown Plurality, In 
the mean while the Man of Worth, the Scholar, the 
Gentleman, the Chriſtian, muſt reſolve to fit Idle, 


ces which a great Mind would ſcorn, and which rigid 
Virtue, or ftrift Religion, will ſcarce allow; or elſe 
he muſt leave the Fat of the Land to be conſumed by 
unprofitable Drones : While the Drudgery of Devo- 
tion, and of Public Offices, is deputed to a raw Cu- 
rate, who muſt be enſlav'd to the Will of his Princi- 
pals, and Starve upon little better than a Footman's 
Allowance, / | 

This, Sir, is a flagrant Abuſe, which I wiſh I could 


perſwade you to. ſet in a due Light, and endeavour 


to render odious to the World. Tis a vile trucking 
for Cure of Souls ; and yet commonly prattis'd ; 
and that in ſpite of the Renunciation of all Simoni- 


acal Traffick, ſo juſtly demanded by our Church of 


all Clerks preſented to Benefices, before they are 
allow'd Induction. But the Veneration for an Oath is 
ſo much loſt among us, even 'with Men of the moſt 
ſacred Character, that I do not wonder this Bar to 
Wealth and Preferment is ſo eaſily broken down or 
Jeapt over. And the Men, who are fo open in theſe 
Methods of adyancing themſelves, are not to be 
Tham'd, I doubt, by any Thing you can do to ex- 


| poſe them. Nor do I know how the Miſchief which 


grows upon us every Day is ever likely to be prevent- 


ed, till thoſe who have the Diſpoſal of Benefices, 
whether fingle Perſons or Communities, take up a 


Reſolution never to prefer that Man that in his own 
Perſon, or by any other certainly known to have a 
Commiſſion from him, makes Application for Pre- 
terment. Commonly ſpeaking, I think, *tis a ſure 
Rule in theſe Caſes, that he is moſt deſerving who is 
Jeaſt importunate. And the Man who looks upon 


his Office as Sacred and Divine, and is indeed mov'd | 


by 


— 


— 
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Decency, and g 
Cauſe, they uickly throw off all Regards of this 
| kind, and without ſhame or ſecrecy proclaim their 
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by the Holy Ghoſt to take it upon him, will wait the 
Durethion of Providence for a Station wherein to ex- 
erciſe 27 not thus criminally chuſe out ſuch a Sta- 
tion for himſelf, It diſparages a Miniſter of Chriſt to 
do any Thing that looks mean and ſelfiſh, or proud 
and yaunting, But what can Application for a Beneſice 
imply, but either that a Man is purſuing his Gain, or 
proclaiming his Worth, or both together ; by lettin 

the Patron know he is very well aſſur'd of his own ſuf- 
ficiency for the Poſt, and reckons his Gain a ſufficient 
Motive to ſolicit for the Benefice ? For I don't think 
that any who make theſe Applications, would haye 
their Patronsor the World believe, tHey are ſodiligent 
merely out of an Intention to do public Service. . 

And theſe Applications for this Reaſon ſhould'be 


utterly forbidden: I mean as to Poſts in the Church; 


becauſe it has been obſery'd, that when once Men 
have broken through the Reſtraints of Modeſty and 
rown bold to ſolicite in their own 


Thirſt inſatiable, and graſp at all the Wealth they 
can, without any purpoſe to do the Work of their 


Station, or any fair Proſpe& or Hope of it, without 


being Ubiquitaries. How much Miſchief this hath 


done the Church in all Ages, ſince the Venom of 
temporal Wealth and State was pour'd into it, and 


how much it hath been to the Prejudice of our own 
Church, can't be unknown to any that have made 


Obſervations upon either. 


Among thoſe that Diſſent from our Church, I think 
there is not the ſame Room for Complaint. Their 
Way of being calld out to public Work in any Con- 
n of Election by the Body. They 
ave no ſuch Advantage among them, as ſhould 
tempt Men of very great Ambition or Covetoufneſs 
to chuſe their Party, or ſcuffle for their Preferments. 
And however we may deſpiſe their Miniſters for 
FF their 
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their vulgar Education and Endowments, they ſeem 
in ſome Reſpetts train'd up with a greater regard to 
the Decencies of the Function, than thoſe educated 
amongſt us; and are ſeldom fo officious, as far as I 
can underſtand, as to tender their Service z much 
leſs make ſolicitous A pplication, directly, or. 
their Friends, to be elected into any Poſt of Service 
amongſt them. And I could almoft wiſh, it were 
the Practice among our ſelves, in this manner to bri 
Miniſters into Places; were it not for. that of which 
1 have been complaining, the general, Corruption 
of Electors. I have heard ſome ſober Diſſenters la- 
ment one, Inſtance as too often appearing among 
them: When a wealthy, or proud, or powerful,” or 
humourſome Man, will have his own Way in an E- 
JeQion, or elſe will tear all the Congregation in pie- 
ces; and to carry his Point, will Court and Careſs, 
and Threaten the meàner part of the Audience, and 
thus take away from others, what he makes che Rea. 
ſon, ina great Meaſure, of his own Diſſent, a Liber- 
ty of judeing for themſelves. 

I know not, Sir, whether you will think it within 
your Province to attempt the Redreſs of theſe Evils. 
Ithink every Man muſt acknowledge that the Practi- 
ces here condemr'd are ſcandalous to a Virtuous and 
Free. born People, and much more to that Chriſtian 
Liberty you are pleading for. But poſſibly you may 
judge the Temper incurable, and from deſpair of 
Succeſs forbear to ſay any Thing your ſelf. You are 
welcome, if you think it may do any Service, or is 
lit to have any Room in your Paper, to publiſh this 
Letter from 1 


S 7 R, 7 
| Tour Admirer, and N Sie 
Jan. 29, 1716. 1 n Eleutherus. 
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IV. Iv the Author of the OccsIoNAL PAPER. 


ee Jan. 25. 1716. 
SIX, f 1 WL + 
Return you my Thanks for the Pleaſure I have re- 
ceiv'd my Self in reading ſome of your late Pa- 
pers; and for the good Service I hope they may have 
done the Public, by ſetting Right the meaning of 
ſome Words of general and important Uſe, and pre- 
venting the ill Conſequences a perverted Notion of 
Church, Conſt#ution, Orthodoxy, &c. might occaſion. 
Give me leave to hint to You another Subject, I 
| conceive' of great Importance to the ſame Deſign. 
'Tis an Obſervation of Mr. Lock, in his Chapter of 
the Aſſociation of Ideas, He takes Notice, Tis the 
Office and Excellency of our Reaſon, to have, 
* and hold together ſach of our Ideas as have a natu- 
* ral Correſpondence and Connettion one with ano- 
© ther. Bur befides this, there is another Connecti- 
on of Ideas, wholly owing to Chance or Cuſtom, 
© Ideas that in Themſelves are not at all of Kin, come 
to be ſo united in ſome Men's Minds, that tis very 
hard to ſeparate them. They always keep in Com- 
* pany, and the One no ſooner at any Time comes 
into the Underſtanding, but its Aﬀociate appears 
with it; and if they are more than Two, the whole 
* Gang always inſeparably ſhew themſelves together. 
He adds ſome Inſtances to explain his Obſervation. 
* The Ideas of Goblins and Sprights have really no 
* more'to do with Darkneſs than Light. Yet let 
* but a fooliſh Maid inculcate theſe often on the 
Mind of a Child, and raiſe them there together; 
* poſſibly he ſhall never 1 able to ſeparate them 
again as long as he lives; but Darkneſs „ 
5 0 af- 
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© afterwards bring with it thoſe frightful Ideas. Let 
©. the Idea of Infallibility be inſeparably -joyn'd to 
< any Perſon , and theſe Two conſtantly poſleſs the 
Mind; and then one Body in two Places at once, 
© ſhall unexamined be ſwallowed for à certain Truth 
© by an implicit Faith, whenever that imagin'd in- 
* fallible Perſon dictates, and demands Aſſent with- 
* out Enquiry. 

No ſome ſuch wrong and unnatural Combing- 
c tions of Ideas (ſays this great Obſerver of Human 
c Nature) will be found to eſtabliſh the :irreconci- 
1 lable Oppoſition between different Sects of Philoſo- 

Religion. This often leads Men of Sin- 
. cerity blindfold from common Senſe, gives Senſe 
to jargon, Demonſtration to Abſurdity, -and Con- 
[ ſiſtency to Nonſenſe; and is the Foundation of the 
Het | had almoſt land, of all the W of the 

or | 

„N Obſervation, Sir, 1 *. it, is not a dry Spe- 
culation in Philoſophy, nor uſeleſs to any Man of 
Sincerity, who is deſirous to be preſerved from the 
Infection of a an Epide mick Madneſs for ſuch in Truth 
it really is. We have too many Examples of it among 
our ſelves, both to explain the Notion it ſelf, to 
Jhew the many bad Conſequences that attend it, and 
of how much 3 it would be to the World, if 
any Method could be found out. to correct and amend 
it. 

For Inſtance, what a wrong, unnatural Combina- 
tion of Ideas make up the Notion-of-Kingly Govern- 
ment and Hereditary Succeſſion, as it lies in ſome 
Men's Heads. Either Education, or the din of Par- 
ty Pamphlets and Converſation, have ever joined to- 
ether Kingly Government, "Abſolute Manarchy, 
Superiority to all Laus, Arbitrary Power; and from 
;thence inferred, Unlimitted Obedience, and an Ab- 
"folute Non-Refiftanee in all Caſes: * when the 
Mind has been habituated to join all theſe 1 
as ingly 
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RKingly Government never comes into the Under- 
ſtanding alone, but this whole gang of Notions aſſo- 
ciated to it, inſeparably ſhew themſelves together 


with it. In like manner; Hereditary Succeſſion has 


been by the ſame fort of Means aſſociated with the 
Ideas of Unalienable, Indefeaſible Right; and they all 
appear ever joined together in ſuch an Underſtanding; 
from whence, I think, may be deriv'd the extreme Ob- 
ſtinacy of ſome Perſons to all Methods of Conviction 
where there is the plaineſt Evidence, that theſe 
Notions are entirely ſeparable from each other in 
Fatt and Reaſon, and that they do by mo means 
agree in our Government with Hereditary Kings. 
We have another Inftance of the ſame Kind, as 
to the Notion of the Church. Every Thing'that is 
found in the Poſſeſſion of common Uſage and Pra- 
ttice is joined inſeparably to it. Every Proviſion of 
Human Prudence, although for its Ornament only 3 
every Garment, Geſture, and Ceremony, are ſo 
clofely joined in ſome Mens Heads to the Notion of 
the Church, that they can never think of the one 
without the other. On the ſame Grounds, every, the 
leaſt, Difference in Opinion or Practice from the com- 
mon Opinions and Ulage, are affociated to the Ideas 
of Hereſy, Schiſm, and Damnation, and ever ap- 
pear in a Gang together; though in ſpite of the 
plaineſt Rules of Chriſtian Charity, and Proteſtant 
Liberty. | 

There is ſuch another wrong Combination of 7. 
deat, with reſpect to the Whigs. Men have been 
taught to join together Republican, Anarchy, Con- 
fuſion, Rebellion, Murther, Forty-one, and I know 
not how many frightful Notions more, to the Name 
of Whig. Theſe have been ſo riveted together in 
their Minds, on ſolemn Occaſions, from the Reve- 
rence. of the Place, the Authority of the Speaker, 
and the Force of publick Oratory, that they can no 
more ſeparate them afterwards,' than a Man m_ 
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bas been frightned by his Nurſe in his Infancy; ca 
ſeparate. the Idea: of Darkneſs and Hobgoblins, Wi 
I might obſerve many other Inſtances of the laute 
Nature, but ſhall only mention to you, Sir, one 
more, which is the unnatural Combination, of Idea: 
with the Word Prechyt erian and Proteſtant Di enter, 
Men have been habituated, whenever they of 
à Diſſenter, to think at the ſame Time, of all man- 
ner of Confuſion and Irregularity , irreconcileable 
Enmity to all Civil Government, and Eccleſiaſtical 
Order, implacable Hatred to the Eftabliſh'd Church 
and Government of theſe 7 ; Notwithſtand- 
ing, they have ſeen the Diſſenters Friends to the 

Church in its greateſt Danger, and as faithful Sub- 
— to Prinees, as any in their Dominions: Tho! they 

ave ſeen, at the one time, Principles of Paſſive. O- 
bedience produce a barbarous Deſign of Aſſaſſination; 
and of Non-refiftance, make way for more than one 
Rebellion. If you will bear with a ſhort Story, I 
will give you, Sir, one Inftance of this ſort of Mad- 
neſs, by which you may ſee in what manner it poſ- 
ſeſſes the Common People. A Country-man driving 
a loaded Cart thro” a dirty Lane, the Cart was ſet 
faſt; after the Horſe had attempted briskly ſeveral 
Times to draw it out, he was jaded, and would draw 
no. more; and neither anſwer my Cquntry-man's 
Voice, nor Whip. This ſo enraged him, that at laſt 
he expreſs'd his Reſentment, and way of thinking, 
in the following Words. Pox on you for a confound- 
ed Whiggiſh, Presbyterian Dog, you will not ſo much 
as try to draw, and be damm d to you. 

You ſee, Sir, how Confuſion, Whig, Presby te- 
rian, and Damnation lay rogether 3 in this Fellow: 
Head, that they follow one another in a Train, tho' 
it be only to curſe a poor Horſe. I with there were 
no other Country-men, of a more diſtinguiſhed Cha- 
rater, whoſe. Brains, nevyribebilts: are in the ſame 
Condition with his. Wy 
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As you do not put your Name to ycur Paper, I 


hope, Sir, you will excuſe, me for not ſubſcribing 


mine to my Letter: But if ever we ſhould chance to 
know each other, you may depend upon it, you will 
find me with great Sincerity, 


S 1 R, 
Your very bumble Servant. 


CO b -U. E el 
V. Tu the Aut hor of the OccasioNAL Px ER. 
d 
J Once did my ſelf the Honour to write to you be- 
fore, and had the Favour of a publick Notice: 
Your Impattia lity and Candour in the glorious Cauſe 
of Liberty and Truth; or as you expreſs it in the 
firſt Advertiſement ; in raking off falſe Colours, ſta- 
ting Matters of Fatt as they are, and Matters of Right 
as they ought to be; has encouraged me to repreſent 
ta you a Caſe which has been often miſtaken, and is 
newly taken notice of by a Pamphleteer, pronounc'd 
in an Advertiſement, from himſelf or his Bookſel- 
ler, to be an eminent Hand, to the Prejudice of a 
ſort of People who have as juſt a Senſe of Liberty, 
and Averſion to Popery, as any of their Neighbours. 
The Caſe, in ſhort is, The Diſſenteis not writing a- 
gainſt Popery in the Reign of King James I. and 
Addreſſing him upon the Liberty granted F them. 
Now, Sir, being well acquainted with thoſe People, 
and the Circumſtances of that Caſe, I thought it be- 
eame the Regard which every Man owes to Truth 
and "injured Innocence, to ſet before you, in a few 
Words, the true State of that Caſe ; not with any 
Deſign, I aſſure you, to diſparage the Church, or 
leffen the Glory of the immortal Writings of ber 
— — Uw — — —— 
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Learned Men' in its Defence. For certainly never 
any Cauſe was better defended with greater Bra. 
very of Spirit, or Dexterity of Management, or 
with better Succeſs. ' But can't Men do Right to 
themſelves without injuring other People, and blow 
their own Praiſes without blaſting the Credit of all 
about them? Muſt they needs raiſe their Triumphs 
and Trophies upon the Ruins of other Mens Repu- 
tation ? N . 5 

The Diſſenters are known by their common Prin- 
eiples to be at as great a Diſtance from Popery, as any 
Proteſtants whatſoever ; and cannot reaſonably be 
ſuſpetted of favourable Inclinations to it, by thoſe 
who have often charged them with too great Stif- 
neſs in their Oppoſition, and ſtanding at too great 
a Diſtance from it, Their fundamental Principle 
of the Sufficiency and Perfection of the Scripture- 
Rule in al] Matters of Faith and Worſhip, as well as 
Life and Manners, is directly oppoſite to the whole 
Frame of Popery, and ſtrikes at the very Root ot 
' Beſides, they ſaw the Danger of Popery, and gave 
the firſt Alarm to the Nation in the Reign of King 
Charles II. when the High Church Men thought it a 
vain Fright or Melancholy Diſcontent, and charged 
it with Fattion and Sedition. Many of. their great- 
eſt Men at that Time wrote ſeveral Things of great 


Conſideration in their different Kinds : Mr. Baxter, 


Dr. Owen, Mr. Pool, Mr. Clarkſon, Men of Learning 
and Capacity, equal to the: beſt Writers of the 
Church. In the Year 1675. they joined together in 
2 Volume of Morning Lectures, againſt the prin- 
eipal Points of the Popiſh Doctrine; in which moſt 
of their conſiderable Miniſters in and about the City 
of London, bore their Part; and ſeveral of them no 
way mferiour to any other Perfprmances on thoſe 


4 


Nor 
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Nor eovld they be charged with Paſilanimity of 
Cowardice in a Time of Danger, any more than Af 
fection to Popery :- For they had, ſuftered ſevere 
Things for many Years together from the Hands of 
their angry Brethren, and were mare inured to ſufs 
fer by long Proſecutions, when the Church-men ſat 
at eaſe, and ſhone in worldly Glory; Hough none 
made louder Complaints upon the firſt Violence and 


- 


Invaſion of their Rights. „ 938) is 
But the Grand Pretence is, That at. that Time, 
when Popery appeared bare-faced, and threatened a 
ſudden Ruin, ſo few of the Diſſenters wrote againſt 
it; but Three mentioned in the printed Catalogues. 
Now, Sir, it falls out very unluckily here, that the 


firſt Book againſt Popery in that Reign was writ by 


a Diſſenting Miniſter, (Mr. Samuel Chandler's brisk 
and polite Diſcourſe concerning them who turn the 
World up-ſide down ) though no Notice was ever ta- 
ken of it in the publiſhed Catalogues. The ſeveral 
T rafts which are mentioned in them, under the 
Name Ignotus, which are ſome of them very conſi- 
derable, were writ by an unknown Diſſenter. And. 
'tis a Baſeneſs below Mention, if the Neceſſity of, 
the Caſe did not juſtifie it, That nothing which was 


known to come from a Diſſenter could obtain a Li- 


cenſe for the Preſs; no, though powerfully recom- 
mended by ſuch Great Men as Dr. Tillotſon and Dr. 
Claggett, the two beſt Reaſoners in that Controverſie; 
72 the Caſe of Mr. Pendlebury's Diſcourſe againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation, which being ſmall, was publiſhed 
without a Licenſe ;. and Mr. Hanmer's larger Book 


xgainſt the Principal Popiſh Doctrines, which was upon 


this only Account, wholly ſuppreſs'd. ls it fair and 
equal Treatment to bind Men Hand and Foot, and 
upbraid them with Cowardice? To ſtop their Mouths, 
and then reproach them for Silence? Is this Honour, 
or Conſcience; or fit to be mentioned over again at 
this time of Day ? But ſome Men know no more the, 
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true State of the Proteſtant Difſenters, though they 
live among them, than they do of the Country of 
the Great Mogul, or Cham of Tartary. W 
hHeſides, the greater Part of the Church-Writings 
began upon perſonal Challenges and Provocations, 
from Conferences and Diſputes, in which it would 
not have been proper for Others to interpoſe. This 
ſometimes drew them out to a conſiderable Length, 
as the Miſrepreſentations and 'Repreſentations of Po- 
pery ; the Conferences at the Savoy ; and-the Dean of 
St, Paul's, &c, And whereas ſeveral of the- Great 
Church-men'of thoſe Times, in the Heat of their 
Oppoſition to the Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſeemed to 
verge towards Popery, in ſome Points of Importance ; 
as the Authority of the Church, the Perfection of the 
Scripture,” Chriftianity's being «Myſtical Fudaiſm, &c. 
Nothing could be more agreeable than to fee High 
Church-men obliged to quit ſome favourite Opini- 
ons, and arguing againſt the Papiſts upon the Prin- 
eiples of common Proteſtantiſm ; and by which the 
Diſſenters ſupported themſelves againſt- the Claink 
of the Church. And there is reaſon to believe, that 
Controverſe help'd to ſet ſome of them Right in fe- 
veral Points, and made them more cautious and mo- 
derate all their Days, | 
After all, the Diſſenting Miniſters preached a- 
gainſt Popery upon all proper Occaſions ; though, as 
their Congregations were ſufficiently inſtructed a- 
gainft, and averſe to Popery, and ſcarce any were 
ever prolelyted from among them; ſo they were 
more imployed about their proper Province, to 
promote Chriſtian Knowledge, and prattical Re- 
ligion. After long Reſtraints from Preaching, Im- 
priſonments, and Confiſcations, they were glad of 
an Opportunity of Returning to their Work, and 
bent their Strength to the great Purpoſes of their 
Miniſtry. SES ; ain 


* | . '. * 
A 1 : 8 
; * 3 


Letters to the Author. 2 
Tis true, they Addreſſed the King upon the Li- 
berty of Conſcience; and might they not own the 
Favour of the Prince in reſtoring their juſt Rights, 
tho? not in the Way they could have defired ? and 
ſuſpending Laws they always thought both untrigh- 
teous, and ill-defigned ? I ask, by whoſe Influence, 
and for whoſe Gratification were they made? and 
when might they expect a Temper, or Legal Relief? 
If a Highway-man reſcue me from a Foot-pad, 1 
ſhould not ſcruple to give him my Thanks: And 
Popery would have been nevertheleſs dangerous, tho 
the Diſſenters had refuſed the Liberty, and continued 


under former Reſtraints. The Papiſts would have 


| 
; bad their Liberty, whether the Diſſenters had or 
N no: And was there not need of all Hands at work 
to preſerve the People, and oppoſe the common . 
nemy ? Tho?, for my part, I confeſs I ſhould have 
taken the Liberty granted, without thinking any Ad- 
dreſs of Thanks was due for it, on thoſe Terms upon” 
which it was granted. | * 5 7 5 
However, it they * were extravagant in any Expreſ- 
ſions, tis plain, the Church Addreſſes far exceeded 
them; and they are upbaided with a very ill Grace. 
Something might reaſonably be allowed to Men under 


r Fan 


long Oppre ſſion, eſpecially if the Perſon 4 who 
- drew up the Addreſs, which gave the greateſt Oc- 
s WK caſion of this Reproach, was known to be a Perſon 
bs remarkable for Wit and, Fancy, and had then re- 
> [ceived perſonal Obligations from that Prince in a 
e very tender Point, the Pardon of his Son. 
9 Tis pretty ſingular, the Schiſm- Act ſhould be 
N chought 4 great Security of the Proteſtant Succ eſſiou, 
Nand Peace of the Church, and an Excellent Act. What 
f [Church this Gentleman may mean, I am not ſo cer- 
1 ain; but lam ſure 'tis very ſtrange an Act ſhould 
—. —u—ẽpa— | —— 
* See the Vindication of the Learning, Loyalty, &c. of the Prote- 
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1 
1 
| 
" 
! 
i 
q 
4 
"4 
4 
} 


i 


30 Letters to the Author. 
be a great Security of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, which 
was brought into each Houſe, and earneſtly puſhed 


by two Gentlemen ſince attainted of High Treaſon, + 


and concerned in a Rebellion in Favour of the Pre- 
tender. Beſides that, tis contrary to the moſt an- 
cient and fundamental Rights of Nature; the pa- 
triarchal or Family Power; and. is, I think; with- 
out a Precedent, not only in any Proteſtant or Chri- 
ſtian-Country, but among Turks and Pagans ; any far- 
ther than the Tyranny of Julian, or Lewis XVI. 
may be pleaded in this Matter, Would this High- 
Church-man think any Church or Power had a Right 
to deprive him of the Education of his own Children, 
or bringing them up as he thought beſt? 

I'll venture to tell this Gentleman, upon this Oc- 
caſion, if there were but two Books writ againſt Po- 
pery in the Reign of King James II. That there were 
twenty Church-men, of conſiderable Note, among 
the Clergy, as well as Laity, who turned Papiſts in 
that Reign, and ſome of them followed the abdi- 
cated Prince; and that the late Rebels againſt King 
George, were Papiſts and High- Churt h- men, without 
two Diſſenters among them all. I rn ? 

Sir, your impartial Regard to Truth, will allow 
a fair Hearing where that is pretended to be inju- 
red, and will for ever oblige 


Feb. 7. 17c＋. a : ; + 4 a | 
wur Admirer and bumble Servant. 
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Any kind of Letters, Eſſays, Extracts out of valuable 
Authors, or Intelligence of any Affairs which may ſerve 
the firſt declared Intention of this Paper, will be thank- 
fully received, if directed to the Author of the Occa- 
fional Paper, to be left at North's Coffee-houſe, King- 
ſtreet, near Guild-hall, London, Poſt paid. ; 
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